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REPORTREPORT

As requested, I have carried out an inspection of the drains at the above 
property. The following procedures have been employed:

a) The manhole covers were lifted and the nature and condition of the 
structure noted along with any evidence of previous blockages.

b) The position and direction of the drains was noted so that the 
attached diagram could be drawn.

 
c) The condition of the visible parts of the drainage system was noted.

d) A CCTV camera internal inspection was made and recorded on video 

The results and my conclusions are listed on the following sheets. I have 
attached an appendix that explains some of the procedures and terms used.

Should you require any further information, please contact me.

With your permission, I am happy to discuss matters with third parties but I do 
ask that they have full access to an original printout of this report and that they 
have first read it through. Extra copies are available for £20 with video or £15 
without video - both including VAT and postage.

Yours Faithfully, 

K.J. Twydell, Proprietor DRAINCURE. 
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Part 1 - General Observations:

a) Condition of Manholes

Manhole 1 Severe root ingress. 

Manhole 2 Interceptor type. Trap of interceptor cracked.

b) Condition of Gullies

Gully 1..... OK. 

Gully 2..... OK. 

Gully 3..... OK.

Gully 4..... OK. Probably to soakaway. Not surveyed

c) Other Observations:

There are a number of rainwater downpipes that discharge over the ground.

At the time of my visit, the drain was blocked between manholes 1 & 2
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 Part 2 - CCTV Observations

Run 1 - From Manhole 1 Upstream to Gully 1

Material: Clay Pipe Size: 4"

Metres Observations Rating Photo No.

0.5 Root ingress & radial crack 3 1

1.6 Root ingress & radial crack 3 2

3.5 Gully - -

Run 2 - From Manhole 1 Upstream to The Soil-Vent-Pipe

Material: Clay Pipe Size: 4"

Metres Observations Rating Photo No.

0.4 Bend & root ingress 4 3

Run 3 - From Manhole 1 Upstream to the GF WC

Material: Clay Pipe Size: 4"

Metres Observations Rating Photo No.

0.5 Possible radial crack 2 4

1.2 Pan connector - -

Run 4 - From Manhole 1 Downstream to Manhole 2

Material: Clay Pipe Size: 4"

Metres Observations Rating Photo No.

0.5 Root ingress & radial crack 4 5

1.3 Root ingress 3 6

1.7 Root ingress 3 7

3.1 Root ingress & radial crack 3 8

4.1 Change to plastic & root ingress 3 9

4.5 Root ingress 3 10

5.1 Change to clay - -

5.6 Root ingress & radial crack 3 11

9.2 Manhole 2 - interceptor cracked 3 12

Run 5 - From Manhole 2 Downstream to the Sewer

Material: Clay Pipe Size: 4"

Metres Observations Rating Photo No.

0.3 Root ingress 3 13

1.0 Root ingress 3 14

4.3 Ponding 2 15

4.6 Double collar - -

5.4 Junction with sewer - -
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Photo 1 Photo 2 Photo 3

Photo 4 Photo 5 Photo 6

Photo 7 Photo 8 Photo 9

Photo 10 Photo 11 Photo 12

Photo 13 Photo 14 Photo 15
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Conclusions and Recommendations

1. I recommend that the following works are carried out:

1.1 The interceptor trap of manhole 2 should be eliminated.

1.2 The drain downstream from manhole 1 should be lined through manhole 2 
and beyond for a minimum of 2m. This will have to include cutting out the 
lateral from gully 3.

1.3 The drain from manhole 1 upstream to gully 1 should be lined in situ. 

1.4 The drain from manhole 1 upstream to the soil-vent-pipe should be lined in 
situ to include around the bend at the base.

1.5 Manhole 1 should have the benching cut back and remade.

To carry out the above will cost £1750 plus VAT

2. I would like to draw your particular attention to the following. To remedy 
these items may not be cost effective, so you may choose to leave them for the 
time being. Obviously, I cannot be held responsible for the consequences of this.

2.1 The possible radial crack 0.5m upstream from manhole 1 to the GF WC.

3. Please note that I did not obtain camera access to the following sections of the 
drains; so I cannot comment on their condition. 

3.1 The lateral drain from gully 3.

3.2  The drain from gully 4

4. Rainwater downpipes:

There are some rainwater downpipes that discharge over the ground. Some of these 
take storm water from only small areas of roof so they probably do not present much 
of a problem. However, you may wish to consider making alternative arrangements. 
These could take the form of  trapped gullies taken to  new soakaways (min 6 
metres from the building) or a trapped gullies connected to the mains drainage (this 
may require the permission of the Water Company or the Local Authority) or a water 
course. Alternatively, water butts or some other form of water harvesting could be 
used.
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Appendix

(1) Severity of Defects

I have attempted to quantify the severity of defects using a scale of 1 to 5 as follows:

1 - A very mild defect or an observation that I want to report.

2 - A significant defect - However you may decide that to remedy this would not be cost 
effective, for the time being. Obviously, I cannot be held responsible for the 
consequences of any inaction

3 - A defect to which I recommend a remedy, but not so severe as to prevent the drains 
functioning in the short term.

4 - A severe defect that warrants urgent attention.

5 - A very severe defect, such as a major collapse that renders the drain unusable.

(2) Sewers

A sewer is by definition any drain (either ‘foul’ or ‘storm’) - that serves more than one 
property. Different types are:

(a) ‘Section 24’ - The 1936 Public Health Act allowed for the adoption, by Local 
Authorities, of all of the private sewers existing at that time (ie pre 1936). The Local 
Authority became responsible for the maintenance of the sewers.

(b) ‘Public’ - These are usually adopted by the Local Water Company and they are 
responsible for their upkeep. This may be done under licence by the Local Authority.

(c) ‘Private’ - These are usually the responsibility of the households draining into them. 
There can be various rules and covenants concerning the apportioning of costs. 

The location of a sewer is not always an indication of it’s status. For example there are many 
‘Private’ sewers under adopted public roads and ‘Public’ sewers running through private 
gardens.

(3) Notes :  

a) The above is a true record of the tests and observations that I have carried out 
However, due to the essentially hidden nature of drains, no guarantee of the drains 
future condition or performance is implied or given, and no responsibility can be 
accepted for any omissions.

 
b) I have tested only the underground drainage system. I have not tested any above 
ground soil, waste or rainwater pipes, the water supply system or the condition or fixing 
of any W.C’s , Baths , Sinks etc.
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